CARMEL COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE AND COMMERCE FOR WOMEN
SEMESTER END EXAMINATION- OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER 2018 
SEMESTER I OF B.A ( OLD COURSE)				DATE: 3/11/2018
SUBJECT: ENGLISH ELECTIVE (INTRODUCTION TO FICTION)
TIME: 2 HRS							           MARKS: 80
Instructions: 
· All questions are compulsory; however, internal choice is available.
· Figures on the right indicate maximum marks to the questions.

Q. I. Answer any four questions in approximately 80-100 words. Substantiate your answers with appropriate illustrations from the relevant texts.                                  (16)
1. Do you think Shylock qualifies to be called the tragic hero of the play The Merchant of Venice? Substantiate your answer.
1.   “Something there is that doesn’t like a wall”- says Robert Frost. Explain the theme of the poem Mending Wall.
1. Shakespeare subverts the Petrarchan ideal of love and beauty, in his sonnet “My mistress’ eyes...” How does he do this? 
1. What is the role of Torvald Helmer in the play A Doll’s House?
1. Why, according to Milton’s poem, “On his Blindness”, “They also serve who only stand and wait.”?
1. Explore the theme of justice versus mercy in the trial scene in the Merchant of Venice.
Q.II. Answer any four questions in about 80-100 words. Substantiate your answers with appropriate illustrations from the relevant texts.                                     (16)
      1. What does the poem Hawk Roosting allude to, at a symbolic level? 
2. Why does Sylvia Plath describe the mirror as "unmisted' and “with no preconceptions”? What is the idea that the poet is trying to convey about the nature of the mirror?
3. How does Keats draw a comparison between the permanence of art over the temporary quality of life in the poem Ode on a Grecian Urn.
4. Illustrate with examples, some of the figures of speech in Thomas Gray’s poem, Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard 
5.  What does Hughes think happens when a dream is deferred?
6. Comment on the title of the play A Doll’s House

Q.III. Answer any one of the following questions in approximately 400 words     (12)
1. What insight does Torvald Helmer’s behaviour with Nora give us into their relationship?
OR

2. Compare and contrast Mrs. Linde and Nora, and trace their growth through the play A Doll’s House.   



Q.IV.	Answer any one of the following questions in approximately 400 words  (12)
1.  Examine Portia’s wit and intelligence in the trial scene, in trapping Shylock and saving Antonio’s life. 
OR
2.  Discuss the various themes in the play The Merchant of Venice. 

Q. V.  Answer any one of the following questions		                                (12)
1. Write a critical appreciation of Shelley’s Ode to the West Wind.
OR
2.  Robert Frost is known for his realistic depictions of ‘nature centric’ rural life. Examine the statement with appropriate illustrations from any of his poems you have studied or read.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Q.VI. Answer any one of the following questions	                                          (12)

1. Analyse the sonnet form and examine the main differences between an Italian and an English sonnet. Illustrate.      
OR
2. Discuss the important element of a Shakespeare comedy. 
OR
3. Discuss the plot as the backbone of a good play. Illustrate with examples from well known plays that you have studied or read.  
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