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SUBJECT: WRITTEN ENGLISH (OLD COURSE)
Duration: 2 HOURS	MARKS: 80
Instructions: 
1. All question are compulsory
1. Figures to the right indicate marks.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:
Great people are born to make an impact on society. One such personality, who was so humble but lived his complete life with determination and purpose to fulfill certain objectives, was Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. He was the great social reformer, writer, educator, and entrepreneur and worked endlessly to transform society. His contribution towards education and changing the status of women in India was remarkable. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar strongly protested against polygamy, child-marriage and favored widow remarriage and women’s education in India. Because of his contribution towards such issues, the Widow Remarriage Act was passed in 1856 making the marriage of widows legal. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar worked towards providing education to women. He opened and ran many schools for girls at his own expense. He was also known as “Daya-r Sagar” or “Karunar Sagar” ( literally, “ocean of kindness”) because of his charitable nature and generosity.
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was born in an orthodox family on 26th September 1820. Since childhood he was keen to get more and more knowledge. As his family was not well off, he used to study under street lights at night. Because of his vast knowledge on different subjects, the title Vidyasagar was given to him by the people of his village. Vidyasagar means an ocean of learning (“vidya” – learning, “sagar” – ocean). He became a Sanskrit pundit and acquired an extremely high proficiency in this subject. Till his retirement, he worked as a Sanskrit professor in Sanskrit College, Calcutta. While he was the principal of the college, the college became a place of reform. Not only this, Vidyasagar was a great writer and also known as the father of modern Bengali language. Many Bengali alphabets were revised by him. He also wrote a book on grammar rules of Sanskrit that is used till date.
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was an extremely humble personality and many a times it is this part of his nature that had inspired others. Several stories from his life prove his simplicity and at the same time are very inspiring for the readers. Apart from his contribution towards society, it was his humility that made him a renowned and respected personality across India. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar along with his few friends were working on a mission to start Calcutta University and for this they were seeking donations. Though stopped by his fellow members, he went to the palace of the Nawab of Ayodhya to fulfill the same mission. Though the Nawab was not a kind person, Vidyasagar met the Nawab and presented the whole situation in front of him. The Nawab on hearing this, dropped his shoes in Vidyasagar’s donation bag. On this, Vidyasagar did not react but just thanked him and left the place.
The next day, Vidyasagar organized an auction of the Nawab’s shoes just in front of the Nawab’s palace. People, in order to impress the Nawab, including the Nawab’s jahagirdars and court members, etc came forward and started bidding. The shoes were sold for Rs 1,000. The Nawab on hearing this was pleased and donated the same amount. When the Nawab dropped his shoes in the donation bag, then Vidyasagar could have reacted in another manner. He could have taken this as an insult or got depressed. But on the other hand, he used those shoes as an opportunity to fulfill his mission. He not only got the money but also pleased the Nawab. He had always worked above his personal feelings and towards one goal. Ultimately, his dream of opening Calcutta University came true.
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar passed away at the age of 70 on 29 July, 1891. After his death, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar’s home was sold by his son to the Mallick family of Kolkata that was later purchased by the Bengali Association, Bihar on 29 March 1974. They maintained the house in its original form and also started the girls school and a free homeopathic clinic. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar truly brought reforms in the education system of Bengal by removing the pervading darkness.
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, along with many other active reformers opened schools for girls. This was because, for him, educational reform was much important than any other reform. He believed that the status of women and all kinds of injustice and inequalities that they face could be changed only through education. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar worked endlessly to provide equal education to all men and women irrespective of their caste, religion and gender. He allowed people from lower castes in his Sanskrit college that was meant only for upper caste men.
Vidyasagar worked to uplift the status of women in India especially in his native Bengal. He was a social reformer and wanted to change the orthodox Hindu society from within. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar introduced the practice of widow remarriage and worked against polygamy. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar had written many books and thus enriched the Bengali education system to a great extent. Till date, the books written by him are read by all. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was indeed a great personality and a reformer. Today, India needs such dedicated, humble and determined personalities who can bring all sorts of required reforms by working solely for the betterment of the society than their own interest.

Q.1A) Answer the following questions                                                                                  (4)
1) Which word in the following passage is a synonym or similar to ‘someone who is a business tycoon’.
2) Which word in the following passage is an antonym for the word ‘suppress’.
3) Give another word for the term “ocean of kindness” from the passage.
4) Give another word for the term ‘social reformer’ from the passage.

B) 	State whether the following statements are true or false                                                             (4)
	1) Vidyasagar worked tirelessly to promote the system of polygamy in India
	2) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar solely wrote in English.
3) Ishwar Chandra allowed people from lower castes in his Sanskrit college that was meant only for upper caste men.
4) Vidyasagar wanted to change the orthodox Hindu society from within, in India.

C) Answer the following in 2/3 sentences each                                                                                             (8)
	1. Which section of the Indian society did Vidyasagar primarily work towards?
	2. Narrate the incident that occurs at the Nawab’s palace and the aftermath of the same.
	3.  What are the literary contributions of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar?
	4. What happened following the death of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar?
	
Q.2 Attempt any one of the following questions						    (16)
a) Write an essay of approximately 300 words on the topic, ‘Who is responsible for the suffering of women clan’?
b) Write a poem of approximately 70 words on the theme of ‘Beauty and Brains’.
c) Write a dialogue between two wives who discuss the daily house chores they engage in and the attitude of the family members and society moreover towards them.
d) Write a biography of a country undergoing the anguish of communal disharmony.

Q.3 The following pie chart depicts the percentage of different kinds of pets owned by families in India. Analyze the chart and derive conclusions from the data. Answer in 50-70 words.			                                                                                                            (12)
[image: Image result for pie charts]
Q.4 Answer ANY ONE of the following						                (12)
a)You are a student of Vidya Vikas College, Panjim and you have noticed that the roads leading to your college have developed numerous potholes which have increased the number of accidents that occur. Write a letter to the Road Transport Organization (RTO), Panjim requesting them to address the matter and take it into consideration. 
b) You are the NCC Senior under officer (SUO) of your college. You have received a notification from your NCC Unit to organize a trekking camp for the cadets. Draft an email to be sent to all the cadets notifying them about the same.
Q.5 Write a copy of an advertisement on any one of the following topics:		    (12)
a) Sales boys wanted for an International Ice-cream parlour in Mapusa to engage in, off counter sales and home delivery of goods and services.
b) Animals of high breed looking for a home
c) Job vacancy in a Multinational company offering good remuneration

Q.6 A) Read the following passage and fill in the following blanks using (3) verbs, (1) adjectives (1) pronouns, (1) prepositions, (2) articles, (3) conjunctions as and when required. Do not rewrite the entire paragraph, only write the answers with the corresponding numbers. 			                                                                                                   (8)
Swami Vivekananda was born (1) 12th of January in 1863 in Kolkata as Narendranath Datta to the Vishwanath Datta and Bhuvaneshwari Devi. He was (2) extraordinary child with spiritual thoughts. His education was irregular (3) he completed Bachelor of Arts degree from the Scotish Church College, Kolkata. His religious and monk life started when he (4) Shri Ramakrishna (5) made him his Guru. Later he led (6) Vedanta movement and introduced the Indian philosophy of Hinduism in western countries. (7) Chicago speech at the Parliament of the World’s Religion on 11th September, 1893 had represented India held in Chicago. He was a very (8) person with in-depth knowledge of Hindu scriptures (Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas, Bhagawata Gita, etc). 
Q. 6 B) Rewrite the entire passage with proper punctuation: 				     (4)
ambedkar resigned from his post of the first law minister of india when the comprehensive hindu code bill was dropped by the indian parliament the bill had two main purpose first to elevate social status of hindu woman giving due rights and second to abolish social disparities and caste inequalities
………………………ALL THE BEST…………………………
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