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B.A. (Semester — V) Examination, October/November 2017
ENGLISH (Paper — Vi) (Revised Course)
Introduction to Literary Criticism

Duration ;: 2 Hours Total Marks : 80

Instructions : i) All questions are compulsory.
ii) Answer sub-questions in Q. 1 and Q. 2in not more than
100 words each.
jii) Answer questions Q. 3 to Q. 6 in not more than 400 words
each. :

iv) Figures to the right indicate maximum marks.

1. Answer any four of the following : _ ‘ 16
a) Explainthe term ‘anagnorisis’ as used by Aristotle.
b) What did Plato feel was the effect of impersonation on the actors ?
c) Why does Plato believe that poetry cannot lead to wisdom ?
d) Why does Plato accuse the poets of not being concerned with morality ?
e) Why did Aristotie consider tragedy to be superior to epic ?
f) Onwhat grounds does Aristotle advocate a complex rather than a simple plot ?

2. Answer any four of the following : 16
a) How does Dryden defend tragic-comedies ?
b) Explain the structure and style of Pope’s An Essay on Criticism.
c) How does Johnson explain Shakespeare’s enduring success ?

d) Why does Wordsworth favour “the humble and rustic life’ as the subject for
poetry ?

e) Explain Coleridge’s definition of the term ‘fancy’.
f) Why does T. S. Eliot compare the mind of the poet to a shred of platinum ?
3. a) Examine critically the salient features of Aristotle’s theory of imitation and
contrast his views with those of Plato. 12
OR

b) Why is Plato hostile to the mimetic arts and poetry ?
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4. a) Critically evaluate the debate on the relative merits of the Ancients by
Crites. What are Dryden’s views on the Ancients ? 12

OR
b) What according to Pope leads to bad and good criticism ? Elaborate with
reference to Pope’s An Essay on Criticism.
5. a) Expound on Coleridge’s views on Imagination and the process of literary
creation. ‘ 12
OR
b) Write a critical note on Wordsworth’s theory of poetic diction.
6. a) How does T. S. Eliot relate tradition to impersonality ? Explain in the light
of his idea of historical sense. 12
OR

b) What is the relationship between ‘tradition’ and ‘individual talent’ according
to T.S. Eliot.




