CARMEL COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE & COMMERCE FOR WOMEN
SEMESTER END EXAMINATION - APRIL 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack] SEMESTER: II B.A                                                                                        Date:26/04/2018                                         
SUBJECT:  ENGLISH ELECTIVE [NEW COURSE] 
Max Marks: 80                                                                                                  Duration: 2 Hrs
INSTRUCTIONS:
1. All questions are compulsory.
1. Marks are indicated to the right.

Q 1 Write notes of approximately 80-100 words on any four of the following from the poems/poets and short stories included in your course of study.                                  (16)

a) Who is the speaker in Nissim Ezekiel’s poem Night of the Scorpion ? What stereotypes  does he portray ?
b) What role does ‘Sir’ Jhinda’s chauffeur play in resolving the issue of the two ‘Lady’ Rams ? 
c) What is Robin S. Ngangom’s lament  in his A Poem For Mother ?   
d) Comment on the ‘ironies’ that make The Sultan’s Battery a thought provoking storyof our times. 
e) Examine Henry Derozio’s poem Freedom To The Slave in the light of the epigraph he has chosen for the poem. i.e. And as the slave departs, the man returns – Thomas  Campbell 
f) Why does the protagonist in Rohinton Mistry’s story Swimming Lessons sign up for the adult ‘learn to swim’ classes ? Why does he stop attending after the first two classes ?   

Q 2.  Write notes of approximately 80-100 words on any four of the following questions from the novels and background included in your course of study.                             (16)

a) Anita Desai and R.K. Narayan tackle completely different kinds of conflicts in their novels, yet there are points of convergence. Do you agree ? Why?  
b) In R.K. Narayan’s Swami And Friends, comment on the Swami – Rajam relationship 
c) In Anita Desai’s novel In Custody, how is the struggle of women writers reflected in the struggle depicted through Imtiaz Begum’s struggle to be considered as a serious artist.   
d) Examine the role played by politics in the lives of the masses as depicted by Salman Rushdie in his story The Free Radio. 
e) Examine how even a diasporic writer like Rohinton Mistry uses ‘Indian’ words to capture the pulse of his characters and situation.   
f) Comment on the dark humour used by any one of the short story writers or novelists included in your course of study. 

Q3.  Answer any one of the following questions.                                                          (12)

A)  Through her poetry Kamala Das lashes out at oppressive patriarchal norms and practices. Write an analysis of her form, structure and themes with illustrations from the poems included in your course of study.                                               
OR
B)  Examine the different kinds of ‘search’ and ‘journey’ alluded to in Ezekiel’s 
      Enterprise.                                  







Q4. Answer any one of the following questions.                                                           (12)

(A) The short stories included in your course of study attack head on the burning questions that confront the masses. They confront issues of oppression and class struggle representing the newly emergent post- independent India. Discuss.       
OR
B) Choose any two short stories included in your course of study. Write an essay on how firmly rooted they are in the society and times in which they are set.                      

Q5.  Answer any one of the following questions on Swami and Friends by R. K. Narayan.                                                                                                                  (12)

  A) Examine Swami and Friends by R. K. Narayan as a paean to childhood
OR
 B) Write an essay on the themes of Swami and Friends by R. K. Narayan. 

Q6.  Answer any one of the following questions on In Custody by Anita Desai.        (12)

A) Anita Desai’s characterization is unsentimental, her comedy wicked and her criticism of conservative social mores biting. Discuss with illustrations from her novel In Custody.                                                                                                                             
OR
B)  Examine how the grand poet Nur, and in a lesser way Siddique, are both symbols of a fast fading language and culture.                                                                                  
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