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SUBJECT:  ENGLISH ELECTIVE (OLD COURSE)
MARKS: 80                                                                                                         TIME: 2 HRS 
Instructions:
· All questions are compulsory (with internal choices).
· Figures to the right indicate maximum 

Q I. Answer Any 4 of the following questions in approximately 80 words.                             (16)
1. Shakespeare’s modernity is revealed through sonnet 130. Discuss
2. What is the importance of the ring episode in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice? 
3. Why does Milton say, ‘they also serve who only stand and wait’?
4. What is the relationship between the mirror and the speaker in Sylvia Plath’s poem 
    ‘Mirror’.
5. What role does Kristine Linde play in Ibsen’s A Doll’s House?
6. Why do critics call The Ode to the West Wind as a poem symbolic of an optimistic view of life? 

Q II. Answer Any 4 of the following questions in approximately 80 words.                            (16)
1. What happens to deferred dreams according to Langston Hughes?
2. What is the covert comment on human society made by Ted Hughes in Hawk Roosting?
3. Examine the character of Torvold Helmer in Ibsen’s   A Doll’s House.
4. What conflict does D.H. Lawrence dramatise in his poem Snake.
5. Shylock is cruel yet at the end of the play he leaves the stage with great human dignity. 
    Comment. 
6. Why does Keats say ‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty’?

Q III A) In Keats ‘Ode to a Nightingale what realisation dawns on the speaker when he is contemplating the transience of human life?                                                                               (12)
OR
Q III B) Examine Frost’s Mending Wall as a representative of two views of life. Substantiate through a close examination of the poem.                                                                                   (12)                                                
  
Q IV A) The trial Scene in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice is a battle of ideas, clash of wills and has a variety of characterisation. Examine with illustrations from the play.               (12)     
OR
Q IV B) Discuss the major themes of Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice.                        (12)

Q V A) In A Doll’s House Ibsen presents a problem which is very radical for his day and age. Write an essay - with illustrations from the text – on various issues that he boldly tackles.      (12)
OR
QV B) Examine Nora’s transformation in Ibsen’s A Doll’s House. Substantiate with quotes from the text.                                                                                                                                        (12)

Q VI A) Examine the differences between a Shakespearean and Elizabethan sonnet with suitable illustrations.                                                                                                                                 (12)
OR
Q VI B) Discuss the ode as a poem of praise. Illustrate.                                                            (12)
OR
QVI C) Write a short essay on the Shakespearean stage.                                                           (12)
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