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SUBJECT:  ENGLISH ELECTIVE (NEW COURSE)
MARKS: 80                                                                                                         TIME: 2 HRS 
Instructions:
· All questions are compulsory (with internal choices).
· Figures to the right indicate maximum 

QI. Answer any four of the following questions in approximately 80 words:         (16)

1. Comment on the Jessica-Lorenzo relationship. Is she more of a loyal lover than a deceitful daughter?
2. Examine the significance of the ‘wall’ in Frost’s poem “Mending Wall”.
3. Is Shakespeare successful in mocking the Petrarchan ‘love ideal’ in his sonnet “My mistress’ eyes…”? Justify. 
4. Offer your views on the character of Dr. Rank in A Doll’s House.
5. Briefly explain the focal ideas expressed by Sylvia Plath in “The Mirror”. 
6. Comment on the ‘the casket’ episode in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice.

Q II. Answer any four of the following questions in approximately 80 words:       (16)

1. What does Keats mean when he says “Beauty is truth, truth beauty”?
2. According to Langston Hughes, what happens to deferred dreams?
3. Compare and contrast the character of Mrs. Linde with Nora Helmer.
4. Do you see traces of anti-Semitism in the treatment of Shylock by Shakespeare ? Justify.
5. Comment on the relationships of Nora-Torvald as contrasted with Krogstad-Christine in Ibsen’s “A Doll’s House”.
6. Briefly comment on the figurative language used by Shelly in “Ode to the Westwind”.

Q III.A) Show how Robert Frost’s poem “Mending Wall” uses ‘Nature’ to reveal his pastoral wisdom and moral vision.						              (12)
OR
B) Do you agree that Keats’ Odes are a poetic expression of coming to terms with the transience of human life vis-à-vis the permanence of art? Substantiate.

Q IV. A) Examine the chief themes in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice with relevant illustrations.									    (12)
OR
B) Examine the role of women characters in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice with special reference to Portia’s brilliance revealed in the trial scene. 

Q V. A) Examine the transformation of Nora from a ‘skylark’ and doll-wife into a strong and resilient woman of substance.						    (12)
OR
B) Examine A Doll’s House as a social problem play which highlights the contemporary issues of Ibsen’s times.

Q VI. Answer any one of the following:                                                                   (12)
a) What are the salient features of a Shakespearean Comedy?
b) What is a Sonnet? Highlight the chief differences between an Italian and English Sonnet.
c) With illustrations from the plays you have studied, discuss the significance of ‘plot’ as the backbone of a good play.
*******************
