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Instructions:
· All questions are compulsory.
· Figures to the right indicate marks assigned to each questions. 

QI) Read the following passage and answer the questions given below:                                   (16)
‘I was born in a small village called Sonepur in Bihar,’ said Lal Peri. ‘Hina was the name my mother gave me.
‘Our village was on the edge of the jungle. The soil was very fertile, and although we were poor, as children we never went hungry. My earliest memories are of plucking fruit from trees: mangoes, jamun and guavas grew so thickly there, and dates and sweet coconuts too. You didn’t have to buy fruit from shops: it was always there, twelve months a year, completely free. My father grew a little rice and some vegetables on our land, and there were always wild antelope and deer in the jungle--- if my father went in there to hunt with a bow and arrow, he was sure to come back an hour later with a deer, and then we would have venison for dinner. He was a very good hunter, and would always distribute a little to the other villagers, especially his friends, cousins and the poor.
‘Before the fighting began, I had a very happy childhood. I used to help carry coconuts in big baskets from the trees. In our village, the men did the work in the paddy, and the women only helped with the coconuts. We were Quereshis, from a good family, so the women were not allowed to work in the fields and they generally stayed inside. But as children we were always out, running around. I remember skipping with a rope and playing hide and seek in the bamboo. We were a big family…and we all loved each other.
‘When I was small, it seemed as if the Hindus and Muslims were like brothers and sisters. There were many Hindus in the village and we would play with them without thinking about religion: my best friend was a Brahmin girl, and my father’s best friend was a Hindu too. There was a mosque and a temple not far from each other, and if people wanted something, they would usually go to both. We had all grown up side by side, and I can’t remember any difficulty until much later.
The first troubles came when my father died. He caught TB, and died after a year of illness--- I remember him getting thinner and thinner and spitting blood. When your father dies, you realize that you have no shelter and no protector. The day after he was buried, my paternal uncle grabbed our land, and my mother, brother and I had to take shelter with my maternal uncle. We were all very upset, but what could we do? The following year my mother remarried, and my stepfather took a dislike to me. He said I was ugly, and why should he work to feed me? He was good to my mother, but cruel to me and my brothers. Twice, when he was drunk, he tried to beat me. But my mother protected me, and made sure I always had enough food to eat. She truly loved me. Sometimes she still comes in my dreams and tries to help me. 
(Excerpt from William Dalrymple’s Nine Lives, 126-127)
1) What is the name of the narrator of the above passage?     			                   (1)
2) Why does the narrator say that their fruits and cereals were ‘completely free’?                      (1)
3) What does the word ‘venison’ mean?                              			                               (1)
4) From the evidence in the passage, what was the occupation of the Quereshis?                       (2)
…2/-
Cont….2/- Semester IV B.A English Compulsory……...
5) In your own words, comment on the Hindu-Muslim amity as explained by the narrator.       (2)
6) Do you think that probably the Hindu-Muslim camaraderie deteriorated in the future? Indicate the two clues in the passage which hint at this fact. 				                               (2)
7) In your own words, enumerate the hardships the narrator had to undergo after his father died in not more than three or four sentences. 						       (3)
8) If you were in the narrator’s place, how would you react to a situation where your step father loves your mother but dislikes you?						       (3)	
9) Give the passage a suitable title.						       (1)
QII) Critically appreciate the following poem.     					                 (16)
Missing Person in Goa
	                         Margaret Mascarenhas

Through the corner of my eye I see you
patting a strange man’s beard
folded up beseechingly.
Want me, love me, adore me, take me out of myself.
The stranger is ugly--- not your type of ugly,
the kind that can be interesting or beautiful 
---but repulsive ugly. Oily.
Something is wrong. And R keeps smiling
and talking to me about football. And I take
my eyes off you for ten seconds, and you are gone.
Excuse me, I say to R, but my girlfriend
Seems to have vanished. He responds
 Instantly to the shrill of my voice,
the tempest in my eyes. He gathers everyone,
even waiters, at the open air club,
and starts a search party. This is S,
I say to random bodies, flashing
A picture of you on my cell phone.
She’s missing, have you seen her?
Maybe, I venture, she had too much to drink.
Still trying to protect; no one should think
you’re just some vulgar tourist
who picked up a local gigolo boy.
Especially if you are dead.
Someone says, Remember Scarlett?
Not O’Hara, you moron.
The real one.
The one 
They found
On Anjuna beach.


QIII A) . You have just returned from a week long summer vacation at an exotic place. Write diary entries for four of the days and describe your experiences.         			     (12)
OR
QIII. B) Write an article for the local newspaper on any pertinent social or cultural issue of your choice.						     (12)
OR
QIII. C) Write a poem on any one of the themes given below:                                                  (12)
i. Women
ii. Words
iii. Wreaths
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QIV. A) In a recent motorcycle rally, one of the contestants met with an accident and lost his life due to lack of timely medical aid like ambulance, doctors etc. The other contestants did not bother to stop and offer help. Write a strongly worded letter to the Editor condemning such haphazard organization as well as the heartless and callous attitude of one human towards another.  			                                         (12)
OR
QIV. B) Write a letter to your cousin narrating the fun times you had in Goa for the Carnival celebrations.			                                         (12)

QV. A)  Draft a speech to toast the Silver Wedding anniversary of your aunt and uncle.         (12)
OR
QV. B) As the Youth Animator for the village Youth Group, write a speech which motivates the youth to balance study as well as extra-curricular activities and sports.                                     (12)

QVI. A) Design an advertisement for a newly opened Kindergarten (Pre-primary School).     (12)
OR
QVI. B) Write a feature article on anyone of the topics given below:
i. Getting Eco-friendly, Go Green!
ii. Fitness First
iii. Shopping Centres and Malls
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