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Instructions: 
· All questions are compulsory; however, internal choice is available.
· Figures on the right indicate maximum marks to the questions.

1) Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. 
"The stench of the hold…was so intolerably loathsome that it was dangerous to remain there for any time…but now that the whole ship’s cargo were confined together, it became absolutely pestilential. The closeness of the place and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship which was so crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us"                                                                                                     
-Olaudah Equiano

The Middle Passage did not begin with the transatlantic voyage, but with the capture and sale of Africans, and ended with their forced ‘adjustment’ to life in the Americas. It is one of history’s most horrific chapters, showing the human capacity for both cruelty and insensitivity and strength and survival. It is difficult to calculate the numbers of Africans that were transported; estimates have ranged from five million to 30 million. Further millions died during capture and on the journey across the Atlantic. History has seen few social disruptions on such a scale.

The voyage itself took between 6 and 8 weeks. The enslaved Africans were chained together by the hand and the foot, and packed into the smallest places where there was barely enough room to lie on one’s side. It was here that they ate, slept, urinated, defecated, gave birth, went insane and died. They had no idea where they were going, or what was going to happen to them. Through all this misery and suffering, new African identities were created, forming a basis for a new transnational culture. Within these ships, Africans from different countries, regions, cultures and with different languages learned to communicate with each other; many conspired to overthrow their captors together.

 British eyewitness accounts were used to support the anti-slavery campaign. Alexander Falconbridge, a former slave ship’s surgeon wrote his Account of Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa in 1788 which described the loss of life, the state of the holds below deck, and how some severely depressed Africans willed themselves to die: 

"A woman was dejected from the moment she came on board, and refused both food and medicine; being asked by the interpreter what she wanted, she replied ‘nothing but to die’, and she did die".

Others chose to express their resistance more violently – "a man sold with his family for witchcraft", testified Dr Falconbridge at the parliamentary select committee, "refused all sustenance after he came on board. Early the next morning it was found that he had attempted to cut his own throat. Dr Falconbridge sewed up the wound, but the following night the man had not only torn out the sutures, but had made a similar attempt on the other side. He declared that he would never go with white men…he died of hunger in eight or ten days".
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A) Answer the following.                                                                                            (4)
i) Which word in the passage means ‘to cause someone to lose their freedom of 
    choice or action’
ii) Which word in the passage is an antonym for ‘fragrance or aroma. 
iii) Which word in the passage means to ‘make secret plans jointly to commit an 
      unlawful act’
iv) Which word in the passage means the opposite of ‘a state of contentment?’
B) State whether the following statements are true or false.                                       (4)
i)   Africans taken on board ships were given proper food and healthcare. 
ii)  Dr. Falconbridge was an active supporter of the slave trade and advocated 
     for it to continue.
iii) Some Africans on board the ship willed themselves to die. 
iv) Transported Africans went willingly to live a comfortable life in the 
      Americas. 
C) Answer the following in 2 to 3 sentences each.                                                      (8)
i) What conditions awaited Africans aboard British ships after they had been 
    captured?
ii) Why did the man accused of witchcraft refuse to let Dr. Falconbridge save 
     him?
iii) What kind of culture rose up between Africans on board these slave ships? 
iv) Give the above passage a suitable title and a brief moral. 

2) Do any one of the following questions.                                                              (16)
a) Write an essay of approximately 300 words on the topic ‘What makes someone a hero?’
b) Write a poem of approximately 70 words on the theme of ‘Grief and Loss’
c) Write a dialogue of approximately 300 words between two friends. Arun and Rohan have met each other at the airport after several years.
d) Write an autobiography of an umbrella that no one uses any longer. (300 words approximately) 

3) Analyse the pie-chart given below and derive conclusions from the data          (12)
given. The following pie chart represents the types of grains sold at a grocery shop. Answer the following in approximately 50 to 70 words. 










…3/-
Cont….3/- Semester I B.Com English……


4) Answer any one of the following.                                                                         (12)
A) You are Miss Sarah Dias from Vasco. Write an email of approximately 70 words to an online shopping website complaining about poor delivery services. The website is called shop1.com. They have been late in delivering your products and you have also received goods in a damaged state.
B) You are Mr. Varun Mehta from Margao. You are the Head of Department at MTS University of Commerce. Write a letter of approximately 70 words to a distinguished ex-student, Ms. Venessa Bradbury, inviting her for the University’s 50th Golden Jubilee celebration dinner. 

5) A) Answer any two the following in approximately 50 words.                            (12)
i) You are Mr. Arun Kamble from Nuvem. Write a classified in the local daily, The Sun Times, advertising a car for sale. 
ii) You are Ms. Seema Vaz, a real estate developer from Margao. Write a display advertisement for your local newspaper, The Morning, advertising flats for sale at a new apartment complex that you and your company, Eagle Developers, have recently completed.
iii) Write a copy for an advertisement for a new brand of Laptops that have been launched in the market. 

6) A) Punctuate the following.  Rewrite the entire passage with the proper punctuation.                                                                                                             (4)
winston is one of the kindest people I know  He is tall and slim with black hair, and he always wears a t-shirt and black jeans  his jeans have holes in them, and his boots are scruffy  He usually sits at the back of the class, and he often seems to be asleep. However when the exam results are given out he always gets an "A". I don't think hes as lazy as he appears to be
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B) Read the following passage and fill in the blanks using 8 verbs, 2 adjectives, 2 adverbs, I pronoun, 1 preposition, 1 article and 3 conjunctions. . Do not rewrite the passage; simply rewrite the answers with their corresponding numbers.                (8)
I was born and …(1)…up in a village by my grandparents. We…(2)…. two granaries to store the rice that we grew. While the….(3)…. quality ‘white’ rice was kept in the granary in front of the house, the…(4)….. quality ‘red’ rice was kept in the granary in the back. We….(5)…. had much money in the house, so….(6)…. who came to ask for alms were …(7)…rice. My grandmother would….(8)….. me to the front granary to…(9)…rice for them,…(10)… when she cooked for all of us she would use the red rice. I was puzzled…(11)… her behaviour. One day, I…(12)… her why she did this. She smiled…(13)… said something I…(14)….never forget. “Remember ….(15)… you give something to somebody; give the best in you, never….(16)… second  best.” As director of a foundation, ...(17)…I can help people today, it is because of this lesson she has ….(18)… me. 

*******THE END*******
Sales	10% Wheat
20% Corn
30% Barley
40%  Rice
1st Qtr	2nd Qtr	3rd Qtr	4th Qtr	1	2	3	4	