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Q1. Read the following passage and answer the questions below.                                       (16)

 At the last moment, unexpectedly enough, her husband said that he should have no objection to letting her and the children stay on till the end of the week, since she wished to do so, if she felt herself able to get home without him. She concealed the pleasure this extension of time gave her; and Marchmill went off the next morning alone.

But the week passed, and Trewe did not call.

On Saturday morning the remaining members of the Marchmill family departed from the place which had been productive of so much fervour in her. The dreary, dreary train; the sun shining in moted beams upon the hot cushions; the dusty permanent way; the mean rows of wire - these things were her accompaniment: while out of the window the deep blue sea-levels disappeared from her gaze, and with them her poet's home. Heavy-hearted, she tried to read, and wept instead.

Mr. Marchmill was in a thriving way of business, and he and his family lived in a large new house, which stood in rather extensive grounds a few miles outside the midland city wherein he carried on his trade. Ella's life was lonely here, as the suburban life is apt to be, particularly at certain seasons; and she had ample time to indulge her taste for lyric and elegiac composition. She had hardly got back when she encountered a piece by Robert Trewe in the new number of her favourite magazine, which must have been written almost immediately before her visit to Solentsea, for it contained the very couplet she had seen pencilled on the wallpaper by the bed, and Mrs. Hooper had declared to be recent. Ella could resist no longer, but seizing a pen impulsively, wrote to him as a brother-poet, using the name of John Ivy, congratulating him in her letter on his triumphant executions in meter and rhythm of thoughts that moved his soul, as compared with her own brow-beaten efforts in the same pathetic trade.

To this address there came a response in a few days, little as she had dared to hope for it - a civil and brief note, in which the young poet stated that, though he was not well acquainted with Mr. Ivy's verse, he recalled the name as being one he had seen attached to some very promising pieces; that he was glad to gain Mr. Ivy's acquaintance by letter, and should certainly look with much interest for his productions in the future.

There must have been something juvenile or timid in her own epistle, as one ostensibly coming from a man, she declared to herself; for Trewe quite adopted the tone of an elder and superior in this reply. But what did it matter? He had replied; he had written to her with his own hand from that very room she knew so well, for he was now back again in his quarters.

The correspondence thus begun was continued for two months or more, Ella Marchmill sending him from time to time some that she considered to be the best of her pieces, which he very kindly accepted, though he did not say he sedulously read them, nor did he send her any of his own in return. Ella would have been more hurt at this than she was if she had not known that Trewe laboured under the impression that she was one of his own sex.

Yet the situation was unsatisfactory. A flattering little voice told her that, were he only to see her, matters would be otherwise. No doubt she would have helped on this by making a frank confession of womanhood, to begin with, if something had not appeared, to her delight, to render it unnecessary. A friend of her husband's, the editor of the most important newspaper in their city and county, who was dining with them one day, observed during their conversation about the poet that his (the editor's) brother the landscape-painter was a friend of Mr. Trewe's, and that the two men were at that very moment in Wales together.
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Ella was slightly acquainted with the editor's brother. The next morning down she sat and wrote, inviting him to stay at her house for a short time on his way back, and to bring with him, if practicable, his companion Mr. Trewe, whose acquaintance she was anxious to make. The answer arrived after some few days. Her correspondent and his friend Trewe would have much satisfaction in accepting her invitation on their way southward, which would be on such and such a day in the following week.

Excerpt from the short story ‘An Imaginative Woman’ by Thomas Hardy www.eastoftheweb.com
1. Why did Ella stay on at Solentsea?                                                                             (1)

2. Does Ella enjoy the journey back?                                                                              (1)       

3.  What are the occupations of Mr. and Mrs. Marchmill?                                             (2)                                          

4. What is John Ivy’s relationship with Robert Trewe?                                                  (2) 

5. In the passage what does ‘promising pieces’ refer to?                                                (1)

6. Describe the correspondence between Ella and Robert.                                             (2)

7. How does Ella hope to redeem herself in the poet’s eyes?                                         (2)

8. How does Ella enlist the help of the landscape painter?                                             (2)

9. Suggest a suitable ending for the story.                                                                       (3)
Q2. Critically appreciate the following poem.                                                                      (16)
The Laughter of Women
                                                                                            -Lisel Mueller
The laughter of women sets fire
to the Halls of Injustice
and the false evidence burns
to a beautiful white lightness

It rattles the Chambers of Congress
and forces the windows wide open
so the fatuous speeches can fly out

The laughter of women wipes the mist
from the spectacles of the old;
it infects them with a happy flu
and they laugh as if they were young again

Prisoners held in underground cells
imagine that they see daylight
when they remember the laughter of women

It runs across water that divides,
and reconciles two unfriendly shores
like flares that signal the news to each other

What a language it is, the laughter of women,
high-flying and subversive.
Long before law and scripture
we heard the laughter, we understood freedom. 
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Q3. A) You have just returned from an inter-collegiate festival in which you represented the college. Write diary entries for each of the 3 days describing your experience at the festival.                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                               (12)
OR
Q3 B) Write an article for a local daily in about 250 words on a subject of interest to your readers.                                                                                                                                  (12)
OR
Q3. C) Select a theme from those below and compose a poem.                                           (12)

i) Misunderstanding
ii) Martyrs
iii) Mothers


Q4. A)  Recently a youth was knifed to death because he objected to a man’s dog barking when the T20 championship was on. Write a letter to the Editor of a local newspaper condemning the attack. Emphasize the need to reduce stress levels and comment on the craze for cricket in India.                                                                                                                (12)
OR
Q 4.  B) Carmel College hosted the peer team of the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) on its campus last month. Write to your friend/relative describing the visit and your views about the exercise.                                                                                       (12)


Q5. A) Draft a speech addressing the Goan public why the Defense Exhibition 2016 at Naqueri, Quitol in South Goa was OR was not a good idea.                                              (12)
OR
Q. 5 B) With the Summer holidays approaching write a speech addressing the youth of the village to make use of their time wisely. Refer to courses/activities they could participate in.                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                               (12)


Q 6. A) Design an advertisement for a job which is perfect for you.                                   (12)
OR
Q.6. B) Write a feature article on any one of the topics below.                                           (12)

i) Recent festivals 
ii) Your favourite foods
iii) The person you would like to meet
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